
Homily Resources – 25th Ordinary – 19 September 2021 
Readings 1st - Wisdom 2:12, 17-20; 2nd - James 3:16 – 4:3; Gospel -  Mark 9:30-37 

 

Central Idea: What is my four step program to bring my life closer to God? 
 

1. Summary: We are in the second of seven Gospel readings between Peter’s profession of faith 
at Caesarea Philippi and Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Each reading has specific content for us 
being formed as disciples. Today’s readings guide us to purify us from sin in order to be able to 
serve Jesus.  
 

2. The first reading from the Book of Wisdom sounds like a messianic prophecy similar to the 
“Suffering Servant” prophecy in Isaiah. This reading tells us how the world often ill-treats those 
who strive to live justly and to do God’s will. Here we can see that the wicked and corrupt can 
never accept the life of the just man but have to try to destroy him.  It refers to Christ’s passion 
and urges us to choose the path of righteousness in spite of painful consequences, as Jesus did.        
 

3. In today’s psalm, the psalmist prays for help against the insolent people who rise against the 
upright.  
 

4. In the second reading James reminds us that if, instead of serving one another, we are jealous 
and envious of one another, we will then fight and kill one another, and we will wage war 
because we covet others’ goods. James warns us that selfish ambitions destroy peace and cause 
conflicts in our country, local communities, churches and families.  Hence, he advises us to 
choose the path of righteousness and humble, loving service which leads to lasting peace.   
 

5. Jesus, in today’s gospel, gives us a glimpse of the path proposed by the first and second 
readings—namely, that life-style of sacrifice and service, lovingly embracing and serving the 
vulnerable in our midst: the defenseless children, the despairing poor, the terrified, the mentally 
ill, the marginalized, the disabled, the refugees of war. True greatness lies in our ability to see 
and respond to the needs of others, and it presupposes compassion and sympathy. The 
Christian vocation is an apostolate of bearing witness to Christ through loving service.  Jesus 
also teaches his apostles that child-like humility and loving, selfless service make one great in 
the eyes of God.  

 

6. I am suggesting four primary steps to growing our discipleship: 
    1) To decide that it is worth persecution and conflict in order to follow Jesus. 
    2.) To come to understand ourselves clearly and then to change any wicked or sinful     
        attitudes we have that restrict our freedom.  
   3). To come to know Jesus and the Word of God.  
   4). To change our lives to be more like Jesus.  
 

7. To gain heaven, eternal salvation, it is worth following Jesus in everything. Jesus is the 
way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father but by Him. 
 

8. Coming to know ourselves. This allows us to change our attitudes from sin and 
wickedness to goodness and the will of God (Repentance and Confession). According to the 
first reading, the wicked think that the good or the just man makes him look bad because his 
conscience criticizes his own works. Instead of admiring or imitating the good man, as he 
should, the evil on wants to test him, even to the point of death, seeing if the God he trusts in 
will protect him. This passage was seen by the Fathers as a prophecy of the sufferings of Jesus, 
just like the four Songs of the Servant of Yahweh in Isaiah. Practically, how often envy 
consumes and we desire to destroy that which is better than us.  
 



9. Every sin causes errors and problems. Key point of introspective reflection for this topic.  
For example, pride and arrogance, perhaps born out of jealousy and ambition very easily cause 
blindness to the needs and situations of others (psychological counselor). 
     What might be the bad consequences of the other evil actions listed in the readings? 

1. One who “reproaches us for transgressions of the law and charges us with violations of our training? 
2. Those who plan revilement and torture of another? 
3. The haughty, the arrogant? 
4. The ruthless? 
5. Jealousy and selfish ambition?  
6. Those governed by their passions? 
7. Those who covet? 
8. Those who kill and envy? 
9. Those who fight and wage war? 

 

10. How could this affect our ability to follow Jesus?  See Heb 12;1, “Therefore, let us rid 
ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies 
before us, while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus…” 
 

11. Coming to know Jesus. Bible study, Lectio Divina, and retreats. This is going to be the 
theme of our Stewardship Retreat. Basic focus is on prayer and how to get closer to God 
through prayer. We need to know how Jesus thought and approached life. We also need to 
know the Word of God and how it teaches us God’s way of doing things. The disciples 
understand that to be the first on has to be the servant of all. But if we wish to be Christ’s 
disciples, we must change and accept that suffering and service to others in the way of 
redemption for Jesus and that followed by Christians. To serve is not something that one does 
once in a while. Rather it is the habitual style of life for Christians. 
 

12. To become more like Jesus. If changing our manner of thinking is difficult (repentance – 
meta noia), much more difficult is the change of life. Baptism, Reconciliation, and the Eucharist 
restructure our lives from the inside. They give us a new being and a new principle of acting (See 
Acts 26:20). Only when one has achieved this new life orientation does one gain, “the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without inconstancy or insincerity” (Jas 3:17). To change from the old man to the new man is the 
great work of the Christian, brought to completing by consistent effort and enthusiasm. 
 

13. Your program for your life. Every day we are writing another page of our biography. With 
greater or lesser clarity, every one of us plans his own life. What we want to be; what we want 
to do; what values he will not renounce, what methods to use. Every Christian must have his 
personal project or program of life, for his condition and circumstances of life. What am I going 
to do for Christ and for my brothers? What values am I going to teach my children? For which 
values am I going to struggle for in my personal, family and social life? How am I going to 
prioritize my time in service to Jesus? What do I believe that the Lord expects of me in this life? 
 

14. The two questions for every Mass:  
What should I offer to God in the offering this morning? 
 
 

What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that 
God wants? 
 
 
 



Use every Mass to determine how the Lord wishes you to change from your present-version-of-
myself to that better-version-of-myself that God wishes. Keep that Mass journal and reflect 
upon it. Come to every Mass with a great level of expectation of learning something precious to 
how to improve your life. See Matthew Kelly, Rediscovering Catholicism, chapter on The Mass. 
 
Blessed Mother Teresa puts it like this: “Be the living expression of God's kindness through humble 
service. Show kindness in your face." The Missionaries of Charity, the order founded by Mother 
Teresa, live by this motto: “The fruit of Silence is Prayer. The fruit of Prayer is Faith. The fruit 
of Faith is Love. The fruit of Love is Service. And the fruit of Service is Peace.” 
 

Questions for reflection: 
1. What should be included in my personal program of spiritual development in relationship to 

myself, my family, my church, and my community? What does God want of me in these areas? 
2. What should be my next steps in order to begin or to continue in this direction? 
3. What are the resources that I need in order to carry out this plan? 
4. How can I as a parent help each of my children to start to develop such a plan for themselves? 

 
An important resource: In the Catechism of the Catholic Church, read “Interior Penance” (1430-1433) and 
“Diverse Forms of Penance in the Christian Life” (1434-1439). Central to all change toward God are the 
three spiritual disciplines: fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. 

2) "Well, then, I will have mercy."  The Emperor Napoleon was moved by a mother's plea for 
pardon for her soldier son.  However, the Emperor said that since it was the man’s second major 
offense, justice demanded death.  "I do not ask for justice," implored the mother, "I plead for 
mercy."  "But," said the Emperor, "he does not deserve mercy."  "Sir," cried the mother, "it would 
not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for."  The compassion and clarity of the 
mother's logic prompted Napoleon to respond, "Well, then, I will have mercy."  The Second 
Sunday of the Easter season invites us to reflect on God’s infinite love and mercy for His people, 
as detailed in the Bible and as lived and taught by Jesus, and to practice the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy.  

4) Mayor’s mercy: One night in 1935, Fiorello H. La Guardia, Mayor of New York City, showed 
up at Night Court in the poorest ward of the city.  He dismissed the judge for the evening and 
took over the bench.  One case involved an elderly woman who was caught stealing bread to 
feed her grandchildren.  La Guardia said, "I've got to punish you.  Ten dollars or ten days in 
jail." As he spoke, he threw $10 into his hat.  He then fined everyone in the courtroom 50 cents 
for living in a city "where an old woman had to steal bread so that her grandchildren should not 
starve."  The hat was passed around, and the woman left the courtroom with her fine paid and 
an additional $47.50.   

 
 
service.    Greatness, in Jesus' view, is found in our willingness to accept, lovingly welcome and 
serve those who are considered unacceptable and undeserving by reason of class, color, 
religion, wealth or culture.   We must welcome people the loving way a child welcomes them 
before he is taught discrimination.   If we are to be truly great, we must be ready to accept four 
challenges:  (1) to put ourselves last, (2) to be the servant of all, (3) to receive the most 
insignificant human beings with love, and (4) to expect nothing in return.  During the holy Mass 
let us pray for the true spirit of loving service, for an attitude of love for those around us.  We 



need to ask the Holy Spirit to help us to become truly great through humble, loving and selfless 
service. Blessed Mother Teresa puts it like this: “Be the living expression of God's kindness through 
humble service. Show kindness in your face." The Missionaries of Charity, the order founded by 
Mother Teresa, live by this motto: “The fruit of Silence is Prayer. The fruit of Prayer is Faith. The 
fruit of Faith is Love. The fruit of Love is Service. And the fruit of Service is Peace.” with his 
teaching and his life has brought a new way of life to mankind, a lifestyle of sacrifice and 
service for others. Jesus is often known as “the man for others.” In the first reading we see that 
the wicked and corrupt can never accept the life of the just man but have to try to destroy him. 
This shows us that we must always first seek to rid ourselves of the sin that clings to us for it 
takes away our liberty to respond to the call of God (See Heb. 12:1). The disciples must also 
change their way of thinking about Jesus and learn the way of humility and suffering (Gospel). 
James calls his readers to embrace heavenly wisdom and let go of sin. These things we must do 
in order to put our life into conformity with that of Jesus and be able to serve him wisely.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


